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24 July 1979 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 


Office of General Counsel 


FROM s 


C Z 

IMS/FOIA , Privacy and Litigation Group 


SUBJECT < 


Tscherim Soobzokov •«- Justice Department 
Investigation of Alleged Nazi War 
Criminals 


REFERENCE • 


OGC 79-06499, 16 July 1979 



1. Reference transmitted a request from Mr. Joseph F, 
Lynch, Office of Special Investigations, Criminal Division, 
Department of Justice for information pertaining to subject. 

In response to that request, the following portions of 
Directorate of Operations' documents are attached herewith: 

a. Biography of an Emigrant dated c. October 1959, 
pages 1 through 9 and pages 15 and 16 

b. Interrogation report dated 23 February 1956, 
paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

2. Also attached is a copy of an Office of Security 
report dated 14 December 1959 concerning Mr. Soobzokov. This 
document must be coordinated with the Office of Security prior 
to making it available to Mr. Lynch. 

3. Please remind Mr. Lynch that these documents, which 
are classified Secret, are for his background use only, may 
not be copied or used in any litigation without prior coordi- 
nation with this office and must be returned to this office 
when his investigation is completed. 
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i . i V>i :.« \ i S' ! Y 0 F t\'.: jJ '. K -a:.? 

;;C0:..:30KCr ‘fclicrl:.. iuobicit 



1.- ih; narcnts 1 buc . ..'i o ‘.i:.u u -.id -.t.' r : c e l (;I U. . • e o . 

1) ,’.'y •futhci ,, 3 nar:c l3'S00_'j.o0,'0F Tu covlcii . J a 0 

n'H la-iow i.io exact .blrthcato cut 1 suppose tea t'Ut v/uo aorco- 
w.-.cxo be tw'cori 1&70-U73. hat Inna lily - Circassian, Our family 
us'oft to I've always in the villa- c { ai:l ;r.s;,u whiun.u- 
now ti.o center dr a rayon in tho Autonoa .aii;:s lakoy oblaati 
of tho iiGr^j. . h'y father was a fairer and :vrr c about 50 • 

taro of land. Taoaooo 'and wheat wore tl.o .ai.i crops, .csi; 
tb-t, :tj father was rnicirr. cavalry borons two ai .... 
r.a Intalned a anall drovo of horses, had 6-7 cr.va- and few her.c : . . 
i.cjif'r of riicoo. hired help was used. «cco. dir: - , to Soviet 
at -m.ua c ; fat. or below cd to t:.t auluk cx^ca ano later on was 
• as auen dleporso. red . father - hud never u position ir. any 
l:lnd of administration and vus not prosecuted prior to the 
ootabliefciicnt of the Soviet (;ove: :.r.ont. 

• •• V -. i.o 1930 the Soviet rovcrn:;,f.ht confiscated cavalry forces 
- r->y ::ic«jor'a farts. lit 1930 ti:o co-.pl< U coilec vivtoatic;. 

waa put into effect* hmois started srreac'ijr arsons toe nir- 
ceaslwa, that- in tr.o no:. tal!ikc..vr ail Circassians will faavo 
to deep under one obver" am'- In. one building* ll.e lnliubltania 
of si.-" Ulc villages dooltiod to ro to the oity of Krasnodar in 
ordortc re - "'* with pitchforks and axoe tho. collect Iviaation. 

.father part,- vlrnted In this «.«v, . On the hanks of two rive; 
Kuban they were Tho wc;-c:»fol« wuo sent -homo, but ti.c • 

Tien orroolod, a icon & ti.ow Jay father. 3ono of tho participants 
nbyn lot freo aftor a veiy abort tine but ny fathur was Kept 
till 1931. : 

Wlion ny father returned from prison, our villas o (uul) 
i«o<3 boo one o kolkhoz , Vhn l;olJ 1 or . hud titan ovor our land, ou* 
live c took, ov.i barn v’.; ; t. we used to prooeos our tabacoo crop, 

. and two Vvefltoek barns which wain destroyed and two luntar 
Carr tod away* C iJ.y one. cow v/uo ».l c i t fa, oui funily, however . 

• .Our Subtly could not booor.o nor # tro of ti.o Jiol.;".o.v« All l ..is 
amounted to a plain noi of robh-r (j M.f*vlAc'n:v«uilyo); 1733 

Vo hcoft: 0 V.or.'r/ora of two • c.'lxr.o; « *• or ly father ubd rather . 
Vi*x , si permitted to vet I; t.' :.i o< ) c : .■ .nalMlUy fnr ti.o 

• wcn.’.lr.y.. uru; the ijrewi'.r. of wheat . clo:- -0 to tin 'G elderly hen 

ouj i:t*l';!;oi . * :.< of (•;. v;:\o father.. 1936 they coved 

ti.o v;):o.vt by hand witnont ncln; tho •.••ro:*oi- mac.hinerv. . 
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For one reason or the other this year the wheat did not sprout,. 
The three old men wore accused ua "wreckers" and aiToatocl, 

Ply fathor was In prison till 193 • Curin' this tlr.e only ::y 
rothor anc. I btlorred to the kolkhoz. 19J ;: r.j Cat her rotor nod 
from prison but ha a to work from now on a.-, a' regular kolkhooni. . 



In 194,3 the Soviets occupied arain our villa:, a after the 
votrout of the Germans. A croup of Soviet partisans were the. 
.first ones to entor our vlllu'e. Ar.om; then was a Circassian 
ffcTRUSH Tenruk, He arrested three eldora, aitone then my fathor , 
*nd exoouted then noar our barn, because they had allegory 
•.helped the Germans. Actually, these eldoia ted only collected 
ivonoy among the villagers in order to throw a big party for 
two German Generals who had visited our village. At taat tine 
t was not borne and learned about fatbor*s execution only at' a 
later date. 




| 



Z) Ny notfcer Cedj Kurasb was 6 to 7 years younger than 
my father. She was never apprehended, I lost contact with her 
after my evacuation with the retreating Germans, which happened 
around February 19b 3* Since then I never have heard anything 
“ from her. Kucn later some other Circassian* told ce that s,.e 
tons died in 19h7« , ■ 

3 ) l*j brotbv» atwl slaters: 

Altogether I lied six Sisters and four brothers. $ slaters 
S'rtd two brothers aie dead. One sister died '1926-27 daring a 
\* childbirth* The rest died 1921 during a cholera epodemis. 

- Mother used to tell r.e bow tbo cholera had finished up moat of 
our family * Ail this has happened before nj birth, therefore 
■ « X do not know any details. Two of my deoeased ala tors left 
bora • behind them. The aon of one sister was called Mahmud 
and of another - Kaderbecb. The latter was older than 1. 

|i) The name of my alive brother la SCQ3T80F, Woai born 
* Dcwvnber 12, 1906 « lie lived with tr.s fa:41y till 1931. In * 

. this year my father returned from prlaon and my brother broke 

officially with his parents in older $o obtain the confidence , 

of the Soviet government. Our fa-illy s bolenfiingt were not j 

• , divided on this occasion beoauss we did not h»s any. 

•’ He went to Krasnodar and worked as a lockanith in. a nail factory. 

1932 hs became a member of the Comfcuniat fuity. 1935 ho re- ■ 

turned to our village and became chairman of our village kol«. 

1*1)0^, . Be lived separated from us and tried not to have any 
contact with us, 193 c os was scnUr.ood to two years of huid 
labour for not bavin,' fulfilled the annual fjrain delivery quota 
.of our kolkhoz as established by the contract. Actually cy. 
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brother ’ had del i vui rd the roquootod amount of rtaln, but he hud- 
■ not sola ti.c surplus or i t to the j-ovonv/.c;: t but i.ud (Ur.tr the tea 
.i t ur:,c.‘. ' l.i.o ho 1 1 o..‘ i i s:i , aooot 2 .o le ro; ; ; , ..in i or eficii. 

1. i-.L bci 1 1 } , ;’•( broi.i or Kuu i : i ou.*.-it i - *■' ■ t l.u : .on oj 

■ ' j .i ri i ; cv; \u ..<;0 iil lo L t to a iucO'i)' c o i o.'i i 05 ■ :.urc. l:iooi:i iio.ir 

tiiC ri a : . K U:.e tl.O yt'Jl O. t..'. - ; l '.' ll ;.Ol :.0 ( o 

ti.c ruu;e Jcii.ovshehinu . . -is s urrosto .*<! ui tec a;.„ o -rc. teer u-.x j 
Irans for) od ]'cr ' Inter rruatlcHi fi on t..c colony into prUcn • - 
Ion:; inn to ti.c oblast i ;:i<VP - in i .'alltop . Vi<oro wuy the follow!:.--- 
v cay on Cor It: /«n old e. il;.rce . iUlioi; tiroy who was iiv'Lr.v ac-rouc; 

\:aO written a loiter via 'rui Roy to his relative*: \ r ; - - 

follovrinr. phrase e '«ltti bod's help I shall return, and m will 
j.;oct a. a in" . This latter became known to the chief of the ob- 
laati h TvT tolnojmtov. he interpreted this ten tone c tut ua : , 
that tho or-.lnrartc aro planning un overthrew of tbc soviet i~. ■■ 

;;ino o.-.c a lotuin ol’ all et<l- rees to tl.oir homeland. l.aau - 
lest utai too at once. Ti.erc was hardly a fa ; lly who did r.,;i 
ruffs, i , rout losscv. ..11 |.r icons were ovei llowin:. by brot.*.. z 
vas beiri ; questioned too. jbe investigation continued up to 
1933, till finally Dbl^opatov birwclf was arrested as an V.-.V. : 
of two people". !.*ow co:;e of tec arrojiiou worti set free, tu:o.: 
thcsi vja's tuy brother, lor a one r:onu; «.e was uunnplo;-od. i.« a;. ,.•«.•<■ 
tbc* rutv to be relnstatod but to rio avail. Soon bo cecaiy* 
iv-nu.^er ... our vllla.;o stoi o wulcb l<c*lvn;;«d to two villa c 
.d/ir.t., 1V3~ he was arrested u^ain •-•ocuuse be i ad i'uilec to 

i opo, t Ic ti.c a::tt.r ivies tho two en.tojjlcia : bau.e ta»c cau? ;.u 
i ©d Landed in tnc store. Under t».e civnlfcal law paru..;ra a. ill 
lie was centcnccd i.o l 1 / 2 year ' prison for nbjp.cct of cuUc». 

1939 V.c wan released and not a job with a local construction 
outfit. 19l|l to was arrooted and iiifoatirated by the Krasnc. .> 
KKVTj w: at for — I do not R new. 

Shortly bofom the war started bo* was released and re- 
turned to Ms old job, wi.cvo ho re>...aii:od till .tbo cr.;iunini' 
of tl.o vur «' iron tl.ore on wo wore always to,;cti.er . 

5?) Uy clatei' liuret Ueptocrlsbe «as born in about 1921. 

:;tio lived vltb os until about 193-/39* then flbe (jot usirlod t. 
u Votcrlivaty of our ruion. In tbo icslnulrc of the war m vau 
oallrd Into tpo atny as a captain - voteriiiary. ^nU 19l|l re 
ouwo on furlou b cron Kruenopur to owi villaje, . •ilnoc tean va 
lost contact with l.ii.i. 1937 I 1 car nod from other Circassians 
vbo bad no m inforf.;atlon irow ow vUlttf.e tut i.iy oiator is ati,..: 
living tiiero. l/pcracnully, never tried to contact bsr. 



I i.:; vo no oil n 'clone rci'itivci; in tho Caucasua. After 
evacuation by ti.c uci runs 1 neither i evolved nor wrote lottery' 
to r.y village, 
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•J-.v ,;M.l <:];p-C' 

~ i :;2 IV . .<* •„ IL 4 

)■ J:\on c; • • • . r i --.w 
v-i.i;, : r» :.«i o:: ts ;:r:oil iy j 

v f . ! .1 ; '• '• xJ.CCi*-) c.:c { ; . 

t! ; ‘ ' ; *V C 1 ) v . . % V ■*.' • ; 0 i V '*■..) 
i.V : ' 0 o<;!. 00 l ( < ):.• 1 1 ] cl . j: ) ;.cc I 

V •••' ■’• inis .cv i»* 'a .;iai,o i 

bou.:„«op« :i t.;* : t;i , u<i t0 

yC’Ur t.f.n voi ijouva of esc;.- . -r g 

C i '[j t/Cj t. ( 3 1 1 * * *«ci. . cuy .i it - ,.j . a • . 
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.1:1 O 3C: Oul, C.OOUUSC I I GO tv join t-<>a|r:y; .; "7 

lpovessud i-.o ver y ouch, le&ldo tJ-at I c<ew ti.it. vin ’ “ a ‘" 
inhabitants bad rotten better jobs ti/ar ot:.ci :: u.loil\lil 
sorved in tho array. 

Ti.e scu ctirv or on vii!c o Soviet Jedi l oll wa-j a 
rrlrM've Oi- fl? . I !.(• .od hir. to cs..j: c the cato of -*• • 

c- lrtf:, so t.o: I «~al« bo / r •;«; 1^1.^ ..c ooli- 6o“l . 



± i.-.v . v. 0 -- L to i-o o.-rtoo. 



-lij'fco ...?. 

u:i V b.rrvn tlilo jail. .MU tv-- cti.ci oys Moo ::orcltS>^'- c" 
5>o tran.ee «e went to u rest.wu. t. ot «-.s. ^saitea i sc 



valti oos u«i<- With ucirn. " „ai «.. t . ^ ^ y . fU5 . 

y-3 0:.i» V.M , V3 t!jre« voic if.ntoj-.ccc to o:jr ;bii 
nro'ev beta vi.;: uoMl^nstv .K ilisl two' u-ct-^a wo veil 
;.3l$or. fr M..nno« a . -_t u ti.o i.^r-Ucr.ot /. 

ii.civ. . «yio then U .. .loJtoc.v in oidor t ’ 

*Uii3.1 ft ore a !.| C rllitaiy Urj^it. i«oic wo wee tree till t .« ,• .» 

Ct U t'JO . • 

«.« y \’.; CL un< r.oMco .-ln- 

Jo.»n ini, 1 . 1 hivin', received tfce news about tin 

outbreak Oi' t: e \;.\r, ,;e wore -ur-Sv: bloc at b o'«l..c]v in t : c • 

. niJij-; and j -lcl.nd oXi* in ar. inM/cv/n : ;i*ctUn. be ..arched tv '■ 
Cays vil^i.ov.t :o3t« «n cu o- .. • c. »y our „,rou.. wm. o;.lit i 

two pax to. In ono .-roui; woi .C *4 U * ..it v<,c Luii Oisi*/ export * 

tf.-nl.onnOH, in tho.o.t :.c :>;iUie.U V.UC nai^c. 

*...f ... o* 1 .b .. .. # . •% *\ :. | t.f.rr. e isi.^.tct.co to *.« <, cltv oy 
^ 1 * ,,,v ' «•» r 'J ‘ ' • 4 *' -b Cl 0 ’ c:vt c bo (Ij: I. ;;.ui C le . 

^:»no<l .tvio tJ.T avjny •.» <*o !>'..<,!:• o" t..c .2(j-v -anc 

J.^n t;c nti/itfd on i';.u V...:cb in; VOJ )n< ..nuicc ifio * 
tr(.e< cr/(. di t/ o '/.ici. even t . .c j ....c ;. . ;.c urrivco ct 
tho ob..;.p Itoovicc i: Ultt.H.fti :i ;ir .-ticluipk, .Loro v/o wexo iL 
rt-nc ».t c rt>c c.’ , i - t-.i e iti«ua' : ' t tun via o 

c’o£ rcchnoy oovobd.n.u;;,il), -cen’ s«. Me., i.a<; been .vcc up ulu ■ - 
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j arrived in this carp With the luat "ron;. and wiion I «s,.ce 
l' ox- i;,y certificate, it wua in.;. hounvcr , another 02 to wan 
re;-! 1:;.. at cr.cc ami i-wicive to :-:o . l.nyiri' all 1 ccciv-. ; fc-.o a eve 

: ;it if; . Ju Ct:I ; t -I? I CHICS WO WOl'O supposed 1.0 •' 0 to v:t:j I 

pr c a cn t Oil elves to <■ -n tLn ; ..ooru i. Vocii.ioio-i t ) jo; or ecu' to 
l,o (. i\- f t . I. OtC-iC of doii! t. is i went i.or.c? to tia) tf >io;i . 

';v:c vice a., tor 'ey at rival .in L ; • e villa r- ;;- ; v !iic.:c -ai. 

C'.:c! etl vii' lied" r,c. Hr. * : jlO been sentenced i.o ;> or o years 
la; our lift' Ud WOIO.QC wi th lae at the construction of toe aiUU.'ry 
aljpojt lrfcJjoleatOA, he did not bclon;; to toe short term n oiv.o 
ttj»c could not i.o released prevatui oly for this reason. he could 
not /j'ct ti.o certificate, So In ordei to rocolvo it 
i.ac used 2:2,y r.u'.e a no I .•ad ootainoc ny ccr til’ lout o. how i.o v*3 
lici o ua - a double ol‘ do, ito uskod no not to ropoj t hita am; t.<-. 
promised to so to Kras nooar at onto to *.©t himself a pas:i.c. •«. 
uncor icy ncuic and after that not to return to our villa; o« 

" rnreev 



vice. j : . i:i. cvx h.:ttal 1 on 

T ' f : VaTe-cT t ~~o~vTTl i»tITT'sl cine did not v ji k unyv.fcoro. S«p- 
to fool A ctoVor l ,! l;l our entire villa.-* ;outij, <ne, u..c r*y a ot. c; 
’i.os Included voio crafted Into conic laaoui talrs-iicns . •..« uj.i 

v:ri o dirpa tcr.ee to c coirul:. villa-c riu*:kaya neur t.n- rive; 
Kuban. .e eld not rocolvo noltoer uniforms nor weapons. ;<;o 
l.ur to 'i.-: t.crc trenches, ilrat we worked near tuc city c. 
nj. 'a jr clo.-v. to l.odtov. V. : o were bir/rliiy trendies ana builuin. 

. j‘c7 v If. * t i c : >3 . list way wc were altornatly working or i c- 
treatin': ii:o wi.cn. white i . ~;.rir.r. 1 9l|2 we wore already i.cm 

Armavir . A rurior star tea sprcacln tr-t. we would be shipped 
to die i.itcUs .Jn the -riiscu. * Villa I old not liko. 1 wont a*. oi. 
u. c ret. r.uiu V.ot:o. Vi -ere I was olein./ in the wooes and cai.e 
visitin* r w other only at nights. Vhlfl way I lived until tee 
CexuraTiS ajrivou in nu jnet 191(2. 

IiV life under the nemujis 1 ‘ 

o ukuo iTIvu ? 17. Fee r • . ;r.a icia od t;;c Aiitonon Aildayahiy Oblaeti ur.* 
aoou they cctcbliflhed a new civil adriinlatiration in our ruivn. 

♦flic Coi’-.auc huoed tiioir lulo on t.'.e "Oounoil of tlio aldcrr." 
liccavuio tr.eso a uj/ ' *ox rod then ©nltuuiusticuilly* Upon tcorecor.- 
i .ttiicu tloi2 cf ti.o "Council of t;.o HtforoJ tlie Oelrjana installed 
tty future fat!:er-1n- law a t ohief of our rwlon. no vat bold u> 
vor’’, cdtoe'i by ti.o Gerruna anO they ntHed bin even td ji.ovo 
fpi v ti. is purpose 1'icii another <U<tritt Into ouvo« 'Under Wo 
Sovioto he ofleO to cc chief of supplies In ono of tu local 
fey unf to pre tftcUn'.: our . vu ter supplies . ‘lie- never was « o<o c 
cun;, In, if hc uur of t'c j'Jit,/. . ■• 
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Upon t;.o i cco;-- . -cj-oat lc. r ) c l' tUu 11 Coo. 1 11 o.r t« ! c ; 1 cerc.' ,: Z 

i 1 1 ;-i la-.il :;C a.') Of C-U 1 C-.-ai L 1 1 L 1 4 • I V/:; to 

i‘ij;;,C:jir Ltj'.ic V I <; V'/Ui.cil o:. ilccr;: ar.c. L: c .inn 

). f.< o i . i; l : .o w j. Li. ■ 1 •• - r ■ ' c c.. . j i' j.!' tic; i o y . j“ • : , ^ 

cur r ."ir: • cue! -i t c.i: pons i •iil.t.V. • ut ; U; K . t ; . . . t 1 \i;\ ;; - .j -j 

in 191 :;;. ...ftcr that ti.o Gci: .v : s i; ; ave .;o ti.e : c;;i . Ion. i. : - t j 
via 3 ouboroinated to l:.e Cl; l si* of tl.e ruion w.;o wua ny tutu: c 
f ati-.nr- ir.-l-w . . 

Ky l -oapocul-. ilibics. vqic: 

a. To louc ti.c i l erulnot the Soviet ..or ti:;ar;s . “ 

b. . To catcl; :»cc;>ic vn.o i.cj c r.u in tain in--; contacts witi, t,.c 

oOVlO.t JaltliUi.K. 

c. To pj event ti.c flow of supplies to t:.r. fovlefc pm t i; u:.o . 

d. To aij3*3t t; <; -Cc-r wane In requisition in." food tnc 
fir* ti.c population, 

e. 'io aturc; Luce, p fci uli-oon Soviet uniforms - The Cer- 
r.:.oii n«.c« i.« li.cr.o uul. .:i ss very r:uch. 

f. To realntuin lav and order In o\r village. 



Wo cau;.;ut altogether <i Soviet partis-aua a no tui nec tec..-, 
over to this Geiy. .ns . Some i.usslan -fanillcs ,eo ; •«. on livin'* in 
OUT- villuy.c, ti.e/vero rioafcly foicar c.vioycs oi eanxa or fi- 
nance .lire ti tutiona, -i.erc was always an li.hcrltec danp.cr i: ;jt 
t-liocc people :si, .i; t establish ciaccwiinc co.u;a;l.caUohi viii, 
t.i.e. :>ovlci partiadiis, Therefore tee local puli^o lorco U<. to 
evuouutf iu*ea», x told ti.ia position till January I9a3» 



TO*. beio.T. inr to ti.c oiirorent Caucasian national Itie-j. ilia 
battalion %uc i.olvln* ccfcrto position in the Coses)* vllla -o 
KaJuji drioltaja of the .\rasnodur kray. 0,0, of ti.c battalion was 
a Ookaui enptuin nf’Jpano'i. '<,0. of ti,o fii.'i company, . r " le: 

I bo Ion ce ma a Cii cusalan vioi.» oui vllloro, Uaopab Vurtus {}. c 
ie «t tto proiooiu tine In Vuri;ey, but is platminf to sni i .tato t • 

tt)Q 0«U ««# j 4 . 

I 

TU/,jUt boinj; pretont i told tbo battalion .0,0, ttet 1 l:oc I 

/.'inislicO t;o uilltary avfti«;ry lit 0» dsnorilJilii/,o, tr.at I bud aorvo. * 
In ti.o i.Kivi uo a lioutonaut and that I iuic pono «;.'CL» luguj 
iowvr tnut lids wao not tic truth but be confin^a anyway w;,ut 
X |;a<1 tftid ui.d then upon Ills. rocosTvoucutlon li.o battalion 
put r.o in ouaj -.o of u pi- toon v.'ith tbu vaj.i; of u- platoon ct,.:- 
j-uridoi' . Our battalion vus unciJ fc;;i-;uu;; i>;,3 in Kaluanius/.u.ya , 

,it U.is fci o ./evicts suutid ttoir utiaci.o ftlon.. i‘,o -..Uxq 
front lino und ti.o (icr.suic tc, ;n to lotreut* -i p i.uu pltotcd 




>Ty aorvico in tl:s Gcrnan Amy 

f‘iculc cf jaucur y 1/5*3 T voluntarily Joined tea .Cex*„.r. arr.; 
and was sent to ti.c .'35 tb battuiion, where anluiois wore 
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;; &r ocr.c 



<:c e ven 






tnc 



i . i >w o j. u ! . v 



;.*.u:u3 t I i:as v::v..;r,cou in 



r i i ; t :• ii-c ii Iloi 



i- 0 I'.iilaary Lor.p'ltal in tr.o • town o ■? oil to-: ol . 

v ^e.v.-aiiv-G till October/ ^eve^sei I 9 u 3 <- 

.. J-£:lr t?-- ire'-* the hospital 1 vuu a.unt 10 tr;e c;;u , M , ; L i‘- 
l c . it'., -v-r.irt; 0. Luut vm$ oai:;:V near ••.•ursa'.;* 

*■ • S - . r ' 4 «*«R 
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fen ob tn a battalion "I-srrr .tr, : -.•>. : vuu cs;c * a . 1-. • 

i eh :.'-.s bole in; defense pee ...tier. 3 n-iur-. the -cuty vk .. 



a vcr.T 



lilit-: ;; travel orber . 



y rr pmt Actuation l a tbe kvacuation of People oclonrlnr t o xr.a 
Kfctlo;:niiTies cl' bae baucusus . 

lavin': arr 1 v;r-_ . .In -Odessa I . sc r;j papers checked with 
lee fij.; . .,:e /t^ricabi.. - '■ b-h • s wa * accessary, in ercsi to cV ; .b izi 
~vzj.-izz :: :'cr pi; irht. Ifcavlnp i.ls bullcicv I -sued inly -«•? 
-there the German lieutenant b end si von 1-oersuex ? 1 

veil since fcc ha. been once in ::y her.'} viliw-c vcei-s m lc..-r, 

greeted Kltb all one honour a. 1 tola uin all- about ne sr.i_ ..<• 
r sjj& C- r.e -tc .cc-!»/t4.e.nert .to. JLis toacquarsex-a. Whop 1 
r-lvoc there bo explained to r.e the --situation as follows; 

There arc great masses or Circassian and ilabardin esoupecr i.-. 
Odessa, around 3C00 people. Tpesc people Lave coaseXion t./. 
Caucasus and now want to go West but the iicsunioas arc cox - 
.nltting 'tier. .to:* drive through “their country unless -they <o ‘ • 
have (ioxrmn riilitsuy leasers. rpr tcis ft ma from •tle.iirjxiru* 
who apcak 3 German and sor-e Caucasian languages is.-nccctrai; . ... 
Von Foorster put we then, in cfcarye of this people -one uckcrd 
accordingly ny travel ox ours., This new Job was to ray lihhV 



to pxcvice mo anc iey *?rou? vita looc.und quarters,'- ;;hon I 
Joined tbia waren train I net.ta«e --.any old ftilndij-axc-r 
tt;eja :i 7 V.r other, uy futue f&ti;ar-i:t-lew anc his dau^Lter v?ku 
1 rtwxrioc dpi inc toe trip in 19l}q* This train had about fi:c 



Fcbruary/’iareb 19iu| I lob t vajon train through t.'.o ' t:-v.n 
cf Kcnf.tnntsu anc v;a rcaci.sc fltcsti. April 1?^' I ^et led ' 
to Oojjbrsftsfoo Drbanirae who vue tiavsilinp. in our. train. Siro 
is a vir cassian, born 1926 in the village Pcbogatluiay of t..c 



r.rr.^7 



Nil it MmuM 






■• • ; - w^rr-Ku •. ■ -rr/^n 



Ponezb~k;ievs::o;o ralon of tc.o A Mon or. Adyvoysko j oblaatl. 
v v;or 1 ; a rrc? u 1 tor f.-r r.: r Uncus las; units of t.-.a Ccu.-an 



v. : flocsYtL vi o roc o all c f a aucoca an or ccr l'rcvv tc.n 
G o i .’ iiui.'i Lo y wi i n':c: n our v i : ■- cna -'m:-. i.-jroG:; to c l ci .-:h;i nv-.“. y . 
‘lit i U way Q toi l l J i C Mow to cur entire Group o: otcapcey. 
x a 1 y could not do b Is ar.d therefore a topped down 1'icr.; ivj 
post. i'iy brpti.ei Kud a certificate of health which stated that 
ho was suffer la;* fro«:r5ij in a severe fern. .( clal;.--r.d U':; 
certlf. lento us nine and w ill: its .lie lp obtained a travel oioor 
tio a Caucasian void: ; teer Unit near ..cilin. 1 . o German co^nan- 

tJant issued a travel order for ve and five -other pcoplo. X 
took with me my li. otr,cr> rrj wifo and twee people from c.r 
native villa:;® . 

Junc/duiy l~al, ve all ai rived in i’oilin vbero I reported 
to « iiortii caucus lr.n Coar.ittco which gave- shelter to ny travel 
companions . I ry/aeli . wosit to t.-.e of ti.o vuucasian Vo- 

luntocr Units a.-.C ..cx’b.fjo l^.’cr 0<-:..rcl loidcndorf . i.s is 
at the present ti.-.£ in western 'Jcrrrc-'y, ids offered *re the joo 
of a r ecruiter for t;.e vaucuslan volunteer Legion. All non re- 
cruited people -had to te dispute i.od to a piucc near Varauvn 
. 5Tho . rociui tnent pcs supposed to take place In t?:e ca^-ios in 
Aus tria, iiunr.ary end Coi. . Jlavin.t r.ccoivcd' this ojeer I eatnered 
'Hy £.j-o up itr.c Auras t^Septe; .oer vie m rived in hunmar y • I was 
tltei-o busy for 1 *■/? r enti 1 cUo was in Vienna ami Gras but 
never, went to t:/ 0 -uc«i« 1 was noi able to- recruit any body be- 
cause by now it had Icccvc anoarcui t.-al Go* ©any was about tcv 
louu t.e v.ar . 1VI& 1 loft :.ur.;;:u y o„c rotniuca without cob. 
Able to show any successes to her 1 in . iiy roup remained in 
hur,;*W'y • i reporter l.w ncial.hoidej.dorf wfc-o tocasie ilflly 
Inulvrwut about :.y ,-e.ivJ>*ucc u. u ctfeicd r.io to it. turn to l i - 
the following day. ‘.hich I never cic. I;i the Co.~*JLtteo for 
tiia h'ovtr.ci-n Caucasus T mot Colonel P1-. .»y. : <j vcramt'ir eaori 

nod oolcr.ol of tkf ol. f cm oir.y. inter on to bad bscooo xou.cr 
fcnoiVa in Albania, "vv ..e -wan a colonel ol* Uo 8S and tlvlalc.. 
Com'Jflndoj of a Jcrib Caucasus H vision wiiiot irno In the process 
bf asocri^lir.;, i.i« su^orioi v*a o yfir-M SUi.;.aitenfueia , «r 
(colonel) ’aeicv.'mtn. i',.o latter C Msec to call up Gencfsl 
)!«ldondpif i » Ac in.-orn i.K. that I'.u joined the 23, Holdendorf 
nov.ov bPLi.oi.cd mo aii;:.vi‘C, 

l-ith ti.o consent of Tcisirav.n, Uiaf;ay>gttro :n« the runfc of ; • 

11 0 bo r - a t nv ; . u o i .1 1. 1 cc) ..M'fcn- ;-rj 1 vaa a.aln supposed t:.- 
rocruit uauv-ssiarts, rut novi i'oi t!*ls civision. Thcic tvor-o re» 
orultois n plenty. A?,cn;; then a Sbuicariov who is now in lw*oy, 



SECRET 



Nat to be e*HmllbMf 



V* 



tyn* yr^f i y 






Jbi.t 



and u ."ledtinokov who later uas turned ore; to ti.e 3u vi.-. i. , j 
•via u supposed to recruit w pain in Austria uuo •'.un^ury . 

A) rivl.v In Austria 1 c-.'j ;>1 1 thru) r,y office ln r.arko- 

; p l.elpore ary ' rraup - ino in. In \ ,.y ull'c are tiree follows 

which, hc-cvor , In: sic ci ti.-ehsoi : .or tJ y wi tn black ciai kat Iripc . 
Vi:oy carried clparottcs .fron i.urvary . into nustrla, Ko recruit- 
i:isat took place bocauoo r.otocy wanted to voluntoer, So wo llvocl 
until March 19i|V« 

3 ho retreut of our rrou.-.a Into, -Austria. . 

March 19l|l- the 0 or ran Army started, her general retreut, 

J docidoo with r.y group to o to tl.o Austrian city Vllluchwbcr o 
jvy father- in- law '.mo 1 1 vine, at that tla;o« On our vuy.thero 
r.y wife rave birth to u !;»ty. V.’e stopped ln tfco vlllu^a iiouoorf 
nour Vlllacn, There we learned that l s la/ray'a SS L'ivtalon tael 
been transferred to Italy and v;ua stationed near tho town of 
i'plocca, Vo ccc i <e<J not t< join tr.cn, but tc wait for the end 
of tho war i irl t ther*-' • 

cru-h fed Uiv, uno many othci ceoapees moved now from Italy 
into Auatrlu and ;;ot thonselvea quarter* near frauburg, Jtnd. 
of Apr il 19ii5 our f^roup joined thorn, but rsy father-in-law re- 
mained in Vlllach. 

Ouy fll.-ht to Italy 

Kay 1945 Ooi rany surrender cd. Our cor*p ln Ober Irauburg 
a bolter od about 10,000 etnlrreos, because tnis wau the assotably 
point for tho pooplo from the worth Caucasus, liny 1 the first 
J'nijllah notci oycllsta appeared, humors atm ted spreading thut 
tho i.nr.liuh are noinr. to turn over all Soviet citizens to the 
Soviets, io fores tull this oar.. 01 . a oorviHlco was elected 
vriilch had Imeldos rw the following nenbors : 
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2. In August 1%Z oi-rir the Gordon occupation ti.c jv.-; 5. 
itacc r:o chief of our villa <= polios acsordii. to a r«ct. 

tion of ou: "Council of ti.c lij-deva , -'ut I c-juic hold v... „ v - 
oltlcn only after I i:uc chan rod r.y bi; ti.cato and said 1 

i oi* n l«i 

3 . January 19lj3 when I joined the Volunteer- f\3$tu uralic- 
v of the Gcii'.an atrny I sit U1 vronrly, t!-** .r i,j ( j f iRlsr.ee 5 

-<l _ '' udo::i.v 1.. i..: !'0'i I lleso and -c a l ieutenant tie 

• ’ ■ .* j i ! . -;'.vC ,.e emeu • Jivvioen coaut^.-jce. . .« 

to tula c ».u: ,~o in : y bio ta.vi.y . : ox run hold i~ 

auch a bi;h ei.tcen is at 11 < it ustcc :»« always ilu poa-.i _-s 
xo< posjaibilily. Or i:i ot.sei Holds cuatrec : 

bloyraol.y I was .-able to secure no r:ucl. setter positions vie.-, t , 
•Oti Such a ebnnr.c in iny biojrrnpi.y ccuic net be roti-....; 

any more but tjud to be developed fui tier on. 

tl« J had to use the c-i-.e etciy In -.'UHnr out ny oecc.x-., 
fpj- enterin' the VC.*. 

5. I hud to tell this story to 01 » 

Arscx louii in .-rvin, :•<•* »wro I jacurii It in ry 'V.unor.t,-. 

tir.d the. ji'.w vers 1 0.1 vs r ov-n tj:or" r,j fi 3 end a ar-<; co- 

6. hlvlni:: in 4r.c VIA I :ud to use luia sar;t* version /*vet? 

i.n ny talks vith Ule a^snUatiori, I lave uceo Uia vuicn 

' of fly Mu." run by ttb.'ul four tii..o« but my story of bclny unn in' ' ' 

1918 1 coed only w«?n It ,vuo unavoidable. .•rrivlnr in .WKtt/Ktk 
1 vaa u«.\r«.d to tell tie li-.r.h because I w*V ai’ruio of wT^Zr 
if, Hon. I new that 1 tdfl.uctJn? «;lahon< rt hut i <.,nflolc('*r.y- '' 

4 •• sol'f With, tne thought ti.at 1 did not basically have any Hd ir> 
tentieno or.o did not want to hu-ra anybody. . 

•.a, on I vma l'oicv-d to 1 c X ! . tie salary wi.lci. 1 allcr-dly 

Mol It ki dioeitililzod 

&*C. 



'•‘*rr 







SECRET, 

— i~i f - 11 1 1 ■■■!— Hy — •~‘ 7ir“ l '““i‘'i .^yr-Tu -iy^tn i Mn [ 1 M m 







i-ocolvftd nrj a lieutenant in t!;c l-.K/.V. , I mic no 1 . 1.1- • ■■ 

idf < v;int; i.fc cculci have hcen.uo I inmcd C,o.. J ; , 
turned cut. ti.u'v ti.io mount wa;i uncut rum d.::e:; ton 
I'!; na no of ti.o co::'.n:aiic.c; of ti c lji !| th l- lvla ton .u !o.i 
f f - 0 1. cn ;:o and toe mv.c of too cc< C or o i j : o : ! > • ■ .cm i _ 
T .^ct i’/ ( n u friend a Circassian tNMMMHWttto • ! • 9 ucUai! 
DiVvtic in those units. I nysolf, did not enow t..o iocmt 
■••'I'.'ono -urdta and in which battles they actually dud am tic 
i*lio " natro 3 . of tl.o comridnOer of ti.o 1st jactation jtu «!•!?•>•» 
'Oho nuns of the corwandor of too 3f d ooKouny o;-vc.;..i,«:o ,_y 
tvo.nao which I happened to renumber, bu/iiirov wag too c:.i 
our j’ftion :;j:vr. division, lie was u sworn oner;;/ of o :r f... 
ami J. never can forgot his none . 3avcheni:o was tnc ecc .. 
secretary of the party raion oom-slttee , J,ia naric 1 . 

* 5 ot cither, 

l-’hy cl Id 1 decide to crop those differont stories < 

I did not atop tolling these stories and told toe a ru 
otead because I was pushed with r.y back aruinat t.';o ..-nil c 
l:-i>.d p;otten Mixed up, tut my conscience was cou..: a. 
had core to trie conclusion tiJit izy pytscsit stac,:: l.< not * 
teinined by ny rank of a lieutenant in too soviet ..i: j oi 
wy education but only by ny personal abilities, msoiv. tus 
par-tic J pa?, ts on t.<* courses there were people wno n*ver ha 
hocsU a lieutenant, but still were held ihr.igb esteem by t 
Americans, Besides that I r-oacboa tJ,o ccnclusion that the 
Americans are not. going to doport no as long as they value 

Written October 22,1 95-’ 
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3> Subject states that he never hold r-erberrMp in either tie 
Koi:iiOi'Ol . nor ti'.c Coi.J.iunist party. >'■' van rejo \'ro". re.-her*’ 4 - J ,-- -•••,. 
Koi.'.sovr.ol becsiiiae .'i.i father ves in the so-c-LW cies:: une iv-.va- 

hia 2 ‘ather'i; brother :ud defected to Tx-hoy. GT.scnudr.tl;', .vubjoct-;~t"c:i 
that i-c was blackballed whenever hie rare van bm.rht ir fr.r consider.;! i c-- . 
For this reason, he feels tint his initial application i'er the .Air F • ' 
was rejected. K.:-l it non oeei. for the ycou sar'/ice.; of a close frier. _ 
his father’s, who intercede! for hiu with Voriohilov * .; office -flelosasc 
Ministry, ho would never hive been ae w.ir.teti tc the rilitany acodic:'/. 

hfter ijraihwtir.^ fre: the Crdzhcnikid’e ililitary /tcadery in 103 y 
Subject -icsi^wst 1* the Inf. Division ir. fclrnd, which was than * ' 
conxondoti by v.. ..ior-Gsa. ikicherfx. }.V -os aar-i^y*-* to the iat .rcttsl^- .. 
3 rd Co:.pany of t;.c jCfith Inf. iie jii .ayt under the ccfumd of Co_r Lc ir 
wlioi'e he reruined until lfhl. subject war. ^-ar.tei ioir/e ir. It hi xne.lr.~- 
attca.rit.inr to briny; soie cloth :.iteri-;l for rci-bcrs of ills faxiiy, v. 
ulwtaiacd by the I-. 7 D border guards for a fariod cf 21 days before he Vjs 
porcit'ced to prpcoou^jorx' on leave. This incident pysir.cntly diJc;^ 
lx&rovo his oorale . FoUoidJij bore leave, iJ-bjec; U 3 sljued to the 5;. 
Inf. Div. 11531-i Hyyineirt, which van Mien en^ci by the Cercan forces 
* wpearhei line •. JLr drive b .tvcsn Tulare.; air.l hoatov, In I-i.rch 10 i£. * ... . 

dUviai on was nulled buch for rojroupln^ and to prepare new defensive lUs;.* 
yhoro he rer-iined until toy lCk2. Hie re^itsent was then ordered tc : sra 
to an unknown destination - rur.orcd tote Critva. Subject, ur>cn rtsi-hs.^ 
a station called Kuvkazai, decided tc deceit and cubr.eepiently tode his wr 
bad; to ids.;.- live ,-vlll^e in the Cbuouaus. 3o wtuyed in biding; mftu 
.12. .Aujuet 15^2, whon the 'OoHuas took over the occupation of his rii?ar r* 
Subjoct states that ho cato out of bluing than .oyl j?vu hitaalf up to Vm 
Oemrn Corrwuder, wlxou ho coir/inood that he was a deserter frew the 
Soviet jbvy. and tteit ho woe prepared to join the (tor- van forces in over* 
throwing the Cosxnnitt I'ojii.a. In jusuot of l$h2, Sub j cot wao elcotod by 
the inhabitants of lii* town *.< Kr'cf of the Cireacolan Field Ovi&c, *>•:;* 
fox tho tfoUtun&ul erou, while his oldor brotho:* wji chosen to Ibyar ftc- t. ••• 
tdm. 

In i;cr/t:..b3r lyt, Object, joined the c-3;- Oiuoabjan Tolmrtcor 
BnttaUdn ur/wr Ocr.un co; rand, w.V.ci; foujit a^lhst the .S'aviets at 
Kn.l.Ujijeiic::ia. Gu'ojoct u_r:c;'.v:> to i'.nvo pjrticiy.'.tci in nuy^roun rocc.iinalc.-ar.ee 
patrol r;dr,3iono ayoinct the oovict forces wit]', considerable auccess. 
the Garr.on rotreet in February Subject was veendea in the right ' 
oliouldor while on a fcconnaljaiincf- ; :i aoion to blo./ u j a vltnl.brld-y tc etv... 
the advance of tiie Soviet forced, lie um > than aer.t to the JJilito^l" 

... tW..JJ 
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iiere Ac \o e j .r.cintC'i j:; a <r.'.oc;.).1 rorr- dvv t.w rc-eni-. c re • • 
eleironts fror.i Ger.an Y.Q.vi. Cs.t.**, v:Mici: core to be ic-ir.ed into volu.'- • 
unite to fiGV.t nr.sinot the Soviets. In Much. I$f4, Subject wag ordeirco V.v 
Lt.-Gen. Von Fcrostcr to lead j,(XG 0:uc-.>e: : . :n end ■ •.kite Avijian rufr -c - ■ 

Odossa through (Amnia to Bare no. .Subject 1 .: only fori.: ci' trails oorttit ion 
..for these -refugees was byM,,«aji.i of horse sr.d c.'.rcn. /.i'tv. ■ b.-.':, -' 
refugees to the Tiui union -Hungarian border, they were turned ever to f 
Gorrur. authorities. ' Subject vr.s nttrt .erdev-k to procetM tc Athena. Greece 
. ' to take over tia Adjutant of the oj>6 II . Caucasian Batts, lien. yjo rtr — ... 
in Greece was short lived in view of the large ocule Greek .artisan ,,c v. 
against the Gen. a ns at the tir.:c. Subject states the ki.a uitituus cjU.w 
hi): to tlnsu Xrsvrtkc nose and .oc.th ar«i after an 3 hour stay in Grcoc-.f. Me 
.res scr.t buck to eiu; faq. of the (Mucossiuu Legion located near Uars.rv. 
Ihrsaw vac in a chaotic state of uprising at the tir.e, so Subject orocoe.uch 
on to Berlin. 



In the early part ol lS- 4 y, Subject joined the Caucursi u 3 • 
Division, vLicl: was organized under StancartcnfulircT Thocrcji) end Cz^zi. r/s ; ; 
Standertcnfuhrer l/buyay, where ho vas appointed as thuir reoresentat ivt \'c - 
the ' liberation and recraitaert of O.iucecoien rationale f roi '. various ,c 
caanpc and concentration coups to ficht ajainst bfce Soviet-;. After bcir_ 
properly docm/sntod ao on SS officer, Subject established hi3 headquurLc..:. 
in Ifeilka Kapara, Ifcagcry, where he was acsiysol casys in Austria ansi 
Hungary Jto r.irry out his vork. fifter ct 5 «yii:g here until April 10^5 cu<;i 
realizing rtnat the Gerran cause bad collapsed, Subject proceeded- with I. - 



-!»lfe to Obcrdrahburi, Austria, which already occupied by tUe.Jiltir-;. . 

. Ifpon arrival, subject (dressed in an SS uniferu) ,^ve hii.«alf up to t:-.o 
British. KJ-s efforts to explain to the British that he vao not a ccrbor c V 
the Oemm SS, served no useful purpose. He wax iocurcoratcd in a pviacr; 
with German SS testers «nu later shipped oat of the area by truck, vhrr .c:.~ 

' . rado bis escsp-4 Ke cubs <nju outl y. .i cant o'veltar with an Austrian wot * «✓ 

Gave hiti dviiion clothen and after taking Ms tmy hack to Ms wifo, ho 
. arranged to secure fulne doowionts through «n Mutriun and with . . 

Circassian refugees, isade his way to Buro, Italy in June l£h5 by wjiu.t or 
■ a lsrgo truck, yhich ho r/ana jod to sccuro for the trip. 
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